AKC Code of SPortsmanshiP

PREFACE: The 5loort of lourebrcd dog competitfve events dates Iorior to 1884, the Year of
AKC’s birth. Shared values of those involved in the sport include Pr/ncip/cs of sportsman-
slwp. Thcy are Practiccd in all sectors of our sport: conformation, Pcnformancc and com-
IDanion. Many believe that these /orina}o/cs of sportsmanshlp are the lorimc reason w/y our
sport has thrived for over one hundred years. With the belief that it is useful to Pcrfoa’ica//y
articulate the fundamentals of our sloort, this code is Prcscnted.

. SPor’csmen respect the historg, traditions and integrity of the sport of Purebrcd dogs‘

. SPortsmen commit themselves to values of fair Plag, honestg, courtesy, and Vigorous

compctition, as well as winning and losing with grace.

. SPortsmen refuse to comPromisc their commitment and obligation to the sPort of Purebrecl

clogs bg irjecting Personal ac]vantage or consideration into their decisions or behavior.
e The sportsmanjudgejudges onlg on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors.
e The sPor’csmanjudgc or exhibitor acceP’cs constructive criticism.

e The sPortsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under ajudge where it might
reasonablg appear that thejuclge’s Placements could be based on something other than
the merits of the dogs.

e The sPortsman exhibitor refuses to comPromise the imPartialitg of aju&ge.

« The sportsman respects the AKC bglaws, rules, regu[ations and Po[icics governing the
sport of Purebrecl dogs.

. SPor’csmen find that vigorous comPe’cition and civilitg are not inconsistent and are able to

aPPrcciatc the merit of their coml:)etition and the effort of competitors.
. Sportsmen welcome, encourage and suPPort newcomers to the sPort.
. Spor’csmen will deal Fairly with all those who trade with them.

J SPor’csmen are willing to share honest and open aPPraisals of both the strengths and
weaknesses of their breeding stock.

° SPortsmen SPUFI‘I ang OPPOI‘tUﬂHﬁH to take PCI"SOI’]al advantage O]C POSitiOﬂS OH:CFCA or

bcstowcd upon tl’xem.
J SPortsmen alwags consider as Paramount the welfare of their dog.

© Spor’csmen refuse to embarrass the sPor‘c, the
American Kennel Club, or themselves while taking

Part in the sPort.




